Enduring Hardship
The Chinese Laundry in Canada Ban Seng Hoe From the turn of the twentieth century through the Second World War, a majority of Canada's Chinese immigrants were laundry workers. Although the hand laundry was not a traditional trade in China, this work required little capital and could be performed despite a lack of familiarity with Western languages and financial systems. The hours were long, the work was physically demanding, and most Chinese laundry workers lived a marginal existence-as poignantly evoked in this important new work. The Heart of Hyacinth
Onoto Watanna
Introduction by Samina Najmi
Originally published in 1903, this novel tells the coming-of-age story of a young white woman, raised in Japan, who claims a Japanese identity, shifting between her Japaneseness and her whiteness as expediency dictates. Author of the first known Asian American novel, Watanna used her own mixed heritage to explore diverse social issues and exploit the Orientalist fantasies of her readership, becoming a bestselling author. 2000 (orig. pub. 1903 With charm, humor, and deep understanding, a Japanese American woman tells how it was to grow up on Seattle's waterfront in the 1930s and to be subjected to "relocation" during World War II. "Honest and revealing, this account of life in the relocation camps is touching and sometimes humorous. This novel will provide greater understanding into this important historical event. " -Asia Mail 1979 (orig. pub. 1953 . 256 pp. 0-295-95688-7 Paper, $14.95
